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In 1884, the Ed Davis High School was
erected for African American
children. It was one of the 19 schools
to be accredited in Kentucky. Edward
B. Davis and his wife Betty Davis were
both principals and worked hard to
improve the school and its education
system. 
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Football was the pride and joy of the kids at

Ed Davis High School. They called themselves

the "Mud Turtles". These "Mud Turtles"

conquered the football field on many

occasions. People from all over the

community would come to watch them play.

Their favorite games were on nights that it

rained. This is because the field would get

muddy, and the players truly felt that they

were living out their name "Mud Turtles".

When this school was open, society was very segregated.

Even with the separate schools, there was still a

noticeable difference in how Whites and African

Americans were treated.

William McIntyre was an attendee at the Ed Davis High

School. He recalled that, "We only got small trophies for

winning the championship." McIntyre also stated that,

"Back then, we couldn't go to the hospital in Georgetown

[for football injuries], you'd have to go to Lexington

because they didn't allow blacks to go to the hospitals." 

1956 would be the last class at Ed Davis High School due

to desegregation. The fall of 1956, Ed Davis would join

Garth High School. Later, both schools became part of

Scott County High School.
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Come visit the museum to learn more
about Ed Davis High School and
African American History.

229 East Main Street
Georgetown, KY 40324

 
(502) 863-6201

www.georgetownscottcountymuseum.com


